Lake Lodore Amusement Park on the Honesdale Branch of the D&H 


By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


A rail transportation system, a beautiful body of water (preferably in the country), and an 
amusement park constitute a winning combination for all concerned: those who control the 
transportation system, those who control the body of water, and those who control the 
amusement park. 


With that in mind, a group of prescient entrepreneurs, at the very beginning of the twentieth 
century, formed the Lake Lodore Improvement Company (LLIC), which owned not only Lake 
Lodore (originally named “Stanton’s Pond”, but renamed Lake Lodore, after "The Cataract of 
Lodore", a poem written in 1820 by the English poet Robert Southey, in which he describes the 
Lodore Falls on the Watendlath in England) but also Elk Lake and Keen’s Pond in Wayne 
County, and brought into existence a first-class excursion destination and resort, Lake Lodore 
Amusement Park, and a lucrative ice harvesting business on Keen’s Pond. 


The LLIC was organized under the laws of Pennsylvania, and its capital stock was valued at 
$150,000. The stockholders were all residents of Wayne, Lackawanna and Luzerne counties. The 
directors were Charles Robinson, Scranton, president; M. W. O'Boyle, Pittston, first vice- 
president; Edmund J. Robinson, Scranton, second vice-president; James J. Croghan, Scranton, 
treasurer; John H. Jordan, Scranton, secretary and general manager; William H. Malia, Scranton, 
Assistant general manager; Patrick McNally, Honesdale; John H. Foy, Pittston; and R. W. 
Jordan, Scranton. 


It was Patrick McNally of Honesdale who was charged with the work of clearing the lake and 
making the park. From Centennial and Illustrated Wayne County, we learn that “Patrick 
McNally, who was one of Honesdale's representative men, was born in county Mayo, Ireland, on 
March 17, 1845, and at the age of twelve years he came with his parents to Honesdale. For four 
years he was employed in the Tracyville glass-factory and then worked for the D. & H. Canal 
company until 1865 when he opened a grocery and canal supply store. When the canal was 
closed he retired from business but shortly afterward invested largely in the Lodore enterprise.” 


The scenery, as one approaches the park via the Honesdale Branch of the D&H, and the park 
itself, are described as follows in Centennial and Illustrated Wayne County: "LAKE 
LODORE—Among the numberless mountains of Wayne county there are seventy-six lakes. 
The largest of these, as well as the most beautiful, is Lake Lodore. It is approached by the 
Honesdale branch of the Delaware & Hudson railroad which, by a gentle grade, winds down the 
mountain south of Farview, affording the passenger a view of surpassing loveliness and 
grandeur. Nothing on the line of the Delaware &Hudson railroad between Wilkes-Barre and the 
Adirondack mountains matches the scenery of this ride, and the excursionist's ecstasy is not yet 
spent when he is landed in the shade of a magnificent grove on the shore of Lake Lodore. 


“Few belts of woodland hereabouts have been so well preserved as this. It is still primitive forest 
with many trees several feet in diameter. The undergrowth has been cleared, leaving pleasant 
greensward intersected by a stream which is spanned by rustic bridges. Scattered through the 


great grove are refreshment stands, summer kitchens, swings, seats, etc., all connected by 
serpentine paths and smooth roads protected from the sun's rays by overhanging boughs. At Lake 
Lodore all is cool and comfortable even on the hottest days in midsummer. / One of the chief 
features of the grove is the dance pavilion, the largest and most artistically designed in this entire 
region. It is two stories in height with sliding glass windows on the second story. A balcony 
containing three rows of seats extends around the entire building. The orchestra gallery consists 
of an elevated platform or stage reaching out from an alcove in the middle of the eastern side. A 
sea-shell-shaped sounding board behind the orchestra rolls back the melody to every part of the 
great pavilion. The floor of the pavilion is of highly polished wood. It is 60 x 126 feet, and not a 
single pillar or column obstructs the entire area of 7,560 square feet. The building is constructed 
so that it may be closed up and used as a great convention hall or a magnificent theatre. 


“Through the vista of the trees in the grove is seen the placid bosom of the water. The lake has 
an area of 300 acres and an ever-winding shore line of more than five and a half miles. Its 
scenery varies from gently sloping meadows to a precipitous cliff, from the top of which there is 
a Sweeping view of mountains and valley twenty miles north and fifteen miles to the south. Two 
large and elegantly finished naphtha launches glide over the waters of Lake Lodore and hundreds 
of row boats dot its silvery surface. Naphtha launches are the safest and most comfortable craft 
afloat, so safe that engineers of naphtha launches are not required to take out a government 
license as are engineers of steam launches and other boats run by power. The row boats are light, 
safe and easy of manipulation.” 


The D&H, for its part, went all out to erect an elaborate passenger station at Lake Lodore, which 
is described in a mitigation document that was written when a Federal prison was erected at the 
summit of the Moosic Mountain, as follows: “The Lake Lodore Station, built in 1900, consisted 
of a 48’- 8” x 16’-0” passenger station centered atop an elongated (257’-3” x 30-6”) raised 
platform located along the eastern side of the rail line. Built atop a slight hill slope, the platform 
featured three sets of stairs on its eastern side that allowed passengers leaving the Lodore resort 
to reach the covered platform level and station. 


“About 20 feet west of the platform, six sets of stairs provided passengers access to the tracks 
situated at a yet higher level than the station. The platform featured three pairs of 16-foot-long 
wooden benches evenly spaced north and south of the centrally located station. Gable roofs 
extended north and south from the station building to provide cover from the elements to 
passengers waiting to disembark. The platform roofs were supported by wooden posts with up- 
braces and sheathed with corrugated metal. Its interior space was divided into an office with a 
bay window overlooking the rails in its northern third and a waiting room with four wooden 
benches lining the side walls forming its southern portion. 


“The station building also featured corrugated-metal sheathing on its main, gable roof, and 
extended shed-roof porches along its western and eastern sides. ‘Lake Lodore’ was painted on 
the roof slope facing the rail line. A central cupola with shaped shingles crowned the building. 
White pine vertical siding sheathed the upper and lower exterior wall surfaces; horizontal 
novelty siding composed a window-height band encircling the building’s exterior. Interior 
finishes included yellow pine vertical paneling on the walls and ceilings, crown molding, chair 
rails, and corner blocks that ornamented the window and door surrounds.” 





Lake Lodore Passenger Station on the Honesdale Branch of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad. 
The original of this photograph is in the archives of the Bridge Line Historical Society, and has 
been scanned for publication by BLHS member, Mike Bischak. 


Lake Lodore Amusement Park opened in 1898, with rail access to the park from Honesdale via 
D&H rails to Waymart and to Lake Lodore (these rails were connected to the D&H rail line from 
Carbondale when the South Canaan Loop was completed). On February 1, 1900, the South 
Canaan Loop was completed, and the standard-gauge rail line from Carbondale to Honesdale, 
known as the Honesdale Branch of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad, opened, which made 
possible rail access to Lake Lodore Amusement Park from Carbondale. 


In the park were many of the latest attractions of contemporary amusement parks and resorts. 
The four primary attractions on the site were a deluxe carousel (one of the splendid hand-carved 
wooden horses from this carousel is said to be on display at present in the foyer of one of the 
Disney buildings in Florida), a Shoot the Chutes ride, a dance pavilion, and two Naphtha- 
powered passenger launches on the lake. 


Like Farview Park, the Lake Lodore Amusement Park attracted excursion groups from 
throughout the Lackawanna and Wyoming Valleys. In June 1917, the D&H hosted an excursion 
to Lake Lodore for 3,000 of its employees. Also in 1917, Kingston Coal Company workers, 
2,400 in number, participated in an excursion to Lake Lodore. 


In the biographical portrait of George Chapman that was published in The Delaware and Hudson 
Railroad Bulletin, pp. 3-4, 13, January 1, 1938, we read the following about Lake Lodore in the 
period between 1898 and the beginning of World War I: 


"More than 1,500,000 excursionists were carried on Delaware and Hudson trains from points on 
the Pennsylvania Division to Lake Ladore, on the Honesdale Branch, during the summer seasons 
of the years between 1898 and 1917, according to retired Conductor George Chapman who ran 
trains in this service throughout the entire 20-year period. / When the excursion season was at its 
height each year as many as 2,500 people rode on each of several two-engine, 25-car trains 
originating at various cities in Lackawanna and Wyoming Valleys, almost daily. Despite the fact 
that at points the single track Honesdale branch was built on grade which rose 121 feet to the 
mile, two 700-class locomotives, one at the head end and another behind the seventh car, were 
all that were needed to handle these long trains. The coaches were equipped with retainer valves 
when built at the Carbondale Car Shops enabling engineers to control the terrain on the steep 
descent of the return trip as easily as a five-car train could be handled ordinarily. To the best of 
Mr. Chapman's knowledge none of the one and a half million excursionists carried was injured 
and none of the cars in this service was ever damaged or derailed. . .The last excursion train 
operated from South Scranton to Lake Ladore in 1917, and consisted of 25 cars, all loaded to 
capacity." 


Thomas J. McCawley was a D&H engineer whose engine frequently pulled excursion trains to 
Farview and Lake Lodore. In McCawley’s biographical portrait in the April 1, 1936 issue of The 
Delaware and Hudson Railroad Bulletin, pages 51-52, 60, we read: ". . . Beginning in 1899 Mr. 
McCawley handled various extra passenger runs, both on the main line and the Honesdale 
Branch. Frequently he pulled excursion trains to Farview, and later to Lake Ladore. Once on a 
test run, two small engines, the 270 and 271, pulled eleven cars up the 2.2 per cent grade out of 
Carbondale." 


On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and entered World War I. Lake 
Lodore Amusement Park closed when war was declared. At the end of June 1917, all passenger 
service on the D&H came to an end. 


During the war years, the park, of course, remained closed. Following the war, we read in the 
mitigation document referenced above, “the D&H attempted to renew its excursion service to 
Lake Lodore but found the [Lake Lodore] Improvement Company uncooperative and unwilling 
to invest the capital needed to prepare the resort for opening.” In 1920, the D&H again tried to 
host excursion service to the park, but was not able to do so. Data about Lake Lodore 
Amusement Park in the post World War I years is either non-existent or not publically available. 





FIRST ANNUAL D. &H. FIELD DAY 


(ALL DEPARTMENTS) 


> AT 


LAKE LADORE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 1925 


BASEBALL 
PENNSYLVANIA DIVISION vs. ALBANY GENERALS 


3:30 P. M. 








MARRIED MEN vs. SINGLE MEN 


11:30 A. M. 


SPORTS 


100-Yard Relay Race Fotato Race Amateur Boxing 
Running Broad Jump Sack Race 100-Yard Dash 
Three-Legged Race Fat Man’s Race Tug of War 
Swimming and Boat Races Shot Put, Etc. 


ADDED EVENTS FOR LADIES AND CHILDREN — PRIZES TO BE AWARDED 


AMUSEMENTS 


Boating Swimming Dancing Midway, Etc. 
Refreshments Served 


MUSIC BY BATES & NIESEN’S ORCHESTRA 


EVERYBODY WELCOME 





Program of activities for the First Annual D. & H. Field Day at Lake Lodore Amusement Park 
on Saturday, August 15, 1925. This program for the day was published on the back cover the 
August 1, 1925 issue of The Delaware and Hudson Company Bulletin. 


Remarkably, the First Annual D. & H. Field Day took place at Lake Lodore Amusement Park on 
August 15, 1925. A highly detailed account of the events of the day was published in the 
September 15, 1925 issue of The Delaware and Hudson Company Bulletin, on the cover of 
which is a collage of photographs that were taken at that field day. 


Here are excerpts from the article about that field day that is given in the September 15, 1925 
issue of The Delaware and Hudson Company Bulletin on pp. 5-6, 14: 


"Day and Night of Pleasure / Thousands of Happy Folk Thoroughly Enjoy First Annual 
Outing of Pennsylvania Division Employes, at Lake Ladore / LAKE LADORE, on our 
Honesdale branch, again is blossoming into prominence... The climax came on Saturday, August 
15, when between six and seven thousand people--employees from every department of the 
Pennsylvania division, members of their families, and friends--together enjoyed the lake and its 
many side attractions in celebration of their First Annual Field Day. The climax was indeed a 
surprise. It eclipsed the fondest hopes of those who had promoted the event. Truly, it was a 
record breaker from the word 'go.'/ And the aftermath has been one of general approbation. All 
who enjoyed the many features of the day agree that nothing was lacking. Surely it was a happy 
thought when J. J. BRENNAN, master mechanic on the division, and few close associates 
conceived the idea that made it possible. With no precedents to guide them, however, they were 
hazarding a guess. But it was a good one, nevertheless, for its announcement at once strummed a 
popular chord of sentiment and from the very outset indications were that the day, if weather 
conditions were favorable, would see a good response to the invitation to participate in a get- 
together wherein good fellowship was to predominate without restraint. 


“Even with this encouragement to urge on the preparations, it still remained to see what the day 
might develop. Whatever uncertainty there was, moderated considerably as the time for the 
outing approached, but it was not until Saturday morning, when at about 10 o'clock, it looked as 
if all of Carbondale was turning out for the day, were all hopes set at ease. / The station afforded 
a heart-warming scene. Gathered there was a crowd that filled the waiting room and platform--a 
happy, congenial crowd of men, women and children, in not a few instances, entire families. 
Men from every branch of the service--mechanical, transportation, maintenance of way, coal 
storage, and accounting departments were here represented--mingled together in a most pleasant 
sort of way. Shortly a train from Wilkes-Barre arrived, having picked up en route some eight 
hundred other jolly folk, and at once the scene changed to that of a family reunion as cordial 
greetings were exchanged. Meanwhile, a steady stream of motor cars was wending its way up 
Canaan street and over the Moosic mountain, following in places the trail of the old gravity 


railroad to the lake....At one time upward of a thousand automobiles taxed the capacity of a 
large parking field nearby [emphasis added]. 





“The midway afforded day and night attractions and there had been arranged, also, a sports 
program that continued in progress for several hours. A Marathon race starting at 7" street, 
Carbondale, and ending at the lake, inaugurated the athletic events, with John Chapin leading a 
field of twelve starters. JOE DUNLAP of the Motive Power department finished second; 'Silent' 
Cawley of Moosic, Pa, third; and William Schoonover, fourth. 


“A baseball game between the married and single men marked the opening of the field sports [at 
11:30 A.M.], and despite the unevenness of the grounds, was rather well played... / Long before 
the game was over, 'Arch' Morgan, physical director at the Young Men's Christian Association in 
Carbondale, and RAY ROBINSON of the Engineering Corps, as announcer, were chafing 
uneasily to start the running, jumping, and other like events. When at last they got the field, the 
sidelines were pressed so strongly by eager onlookers as many times to threaten the continuance 
of such sports... The ladies' events were contested in equally as fine spirit and created the same 
excitement as did those arranged for the men...During the time that the events at the lake were in 
progress, the [Albany] Generals and the Pennsylvania division [baseball] team were battling their 
way through an interesting contest that ended a 13 to 11 victory for the former...In the dancing 
pavilion, following the game, more entertainment was in store. A First Aid Contest between a 
Motive Power department team and a Car department team was won by the latter... 


“Boxing in several classes followed and the close attention given by the crowd that filled every 
bit of available space within the hall, was broken only by the almost continuous applause that 
urged one contestant or another to greater efforts... A ten-minute wrestling match to a draw 
between 'KID' PONZI and MILO FITCH proved a worthwhile feature as did the boxing bout 
between 'Bob' and Walter Hodge, the six and eight-year old sons of LOUIS HODGE of Oneonta, 
a Susquehanna division trainman, who are well known to all boxing fans among our employes 
and never fail to make a decided hit wherever they appear. 


“Cash prizes to the amount of $265 were awarded during the day and evening as were a score or 
more contributions of real value made by Carbondale and Scranton merchants, and by employes. 
/ Dancing [music by Bates & Niesen's orchestra] brought the day to a close and proved a delight 
until the hour of departure of the special train at 11 p. m. 


“The officials of the Company, headed by H. F. BURCH, assistant general manager, were a part 
of the happy gathering throughout the day and evening, and there were also present, several 
officials from other railroads; E. J. Healey, mayor of Carbondale, and 'Jack' W. Holder and ‘Bill’ 
Davidson, federal inspectors. / A golf tournament and dinner at the Crystal Lake Country Club 
was the Sunday entertainment arranged for the official party...J. J. BRENNAN, master mechanic, 
was chairman of the general committee in charge of the entire program, and the sub-committees 
were headed as follows: Finance, T. A. MACKIN, general roundhouse foreman at Wilkes-Barre; 
refreshments, M. J. CANTWELL, assistant trackman; publicity, JOSEPH PHILBIN, chief clerk 
to the division engineer; athletics, Archie Morgan, physical director at the Carbondale Y. M. C. 
A.; grounds, M. J. MCDONOUGH, division engineer; and dance, J. Sullivan.” 


The “Second Annual D. & H. Field Day” took place at Lake Lodore on Saturday, August 14, 
1926. A write-up on the “Second Annual D. & H. Field Day” was not published in the 
September 1 issue of the Bulletin, but is probably published in the September 15, 1926 issue. 
Regrettably, a copy of that issue of the Bulletin is not in the holdings of the Carbondale D&H 
Transportation Museum. 


From the announcement of the upcoming event, we do know that two baseball games were 
planned: one between the Pennsylvania Division and the Albany Generals, beginning at 3:30 
P.M., and one between the Car Department and the Roundhouse, beginning at 10 A.M. Other 


sporting events planned for the day were: 100-yard dash, potato race, running broad jump, sack 
race, three-legged race, fat man's race, shot put, tug of war, pie eating contest, and swimming and 
boat races. 





Second Annual D. & H. Field Day 


(ALL DEPARTMENTS) 





AT 


LAKE LODORE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 1926 


BASEBALL 
PENNSYLVANIA DIVISION vs. ALBANY GENERALS 


3:30 P. M. 


CAR DEPARTMENT vs. ROUNDHOUSE 
10:00 A. M. 
SPORTS 


100- Yard Dash Potato Race Running Broad Jump 
Sack Race Three-Legged Race Fat Man’s Race 
Shot Put Tug of War Pie Eating Contest 
Swimming and Boat Races 


PRIZES FOR ALL EVENTS 


AMUSEMENTS 


Boating Swimming Dancing Midway, Etc. 
Refreshments Served 


EVERYBODY WELCOME 





Program of activities for the Second Annual D. & H. Field Day at Lake Lodore Amusement Park 
on Saturday, August 14, 1926. This program for the day was published on the back cover the 
August 15, 1926 issue of The Delaware and Hudson Company Bulletin. 


With the exception of the two D&H Field Days to Lake Lodore Amusement Park in 1925 and 
1926 (and possibly a few others for which we have not found records in the public press or in 
local archives), group travel by rail to parks like Lake Lodore came to an end after World War I. 
What happened? Why did rail excursions to Lake Lodore Amusement Park come to an end after 
World War I? The answer to that question is given in the account of the 1925 D&H field day 
given above. Therein, we read: “At one time upward of a thousand automobiles taxed the 
capacity of a large parking field nearby.” 


Following World War I, travel by rail, for better or for worse, was popularly regarded as “old 
fashioned”; travel by automobile was the latest thing. The rest is history. 


Operations on the Honesdale Branch of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad ceased at midnight 
on September 9, 1931, and removal of the tracks commenced on July 15, 1932, and was 
completed on April 28, 1933. 


Lake Lodore Amusement Park, like Farview Park, had its day in the sun. Those parks no longer 
exist, but they, and the railroads that made them possible, the Delaware and Hudson Gravity 
Railroad and the Honesdale Branch of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad, are now, thanks to the 
works of D&H historians of the past and present, integral components in the history of rail 
transportation in America. 
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